WOMEN’S EARLY WARNING MONITORING ROOM

MONITORING OF THE 2025 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION IN CAMEROON
Phase 2: Electoral Campaign

Alert Bulletin No. 1 (from 27 to 30 September 2025)

Introduction

Since 27 September 2025, the electoral campaign for the presidential election scheduled
for 12 October 2025 has been officially launched throughout the Republic of Cameroon.
The teams of the 12 candidates in the race have been touring cities and villages across the
10 regions, 58 divisions, and 360 municipalities. Traditional and social media have also
shown unusual communication activity. This atmosphere of electoral competition, aimed
at convincing the 8,219,210 registered voters on the national electoral list compiled by
Elections Cameroon (ELECAM), the body responsible for logistical and material
organization of elections in Cameroon, is far from being as peaceful as one would wish.
Although it has not yet reached its peak, this campaign is already marked by incidents,
some resulting in physical violence, particularly in the northern part of the country.

I — Threats to Peace (Some notable reported incidents)

1. North Region, Mayo Rey Division, Touboro Municipality, 29/09/2025: Clashes
involving deadly weapons (knives and a pistol) occurred during meetings of the CPDM
(Cameroon People’s Democratic Movement, ruling party) and the UNDP (National
Union for Democracy and Progress, opposition). Several people were injured. The Sub-
Divisional Officer issued a ban on carrying deadly weapons.

2. West Region, Mifi Division, Bafoussam 1 Municipality (Bamendzi Municipal
Stadium), 27/09/2025: Madame Célestine Ketcha Courtes, Minister of Housing and
Urban Development, threatened traditional chiefs of the West Region who had received
opposition members in their palaces during the CPDM rally. Chief Sokoudjou Jean
Rameau, King of Bamendjou, was particularly targeted.

3. On 30/09/2025, in a video titled “Stay at home. You are not welcome in Maroua,”
circulating on social media, an individual, speaking openly, issued threats against
officials and members of the CPDM ahead of the visit of Mr. Paul Biya, candidate of that
party, to Maroua for his campaign rally.

4. Far North Region, Mayo Danay Division, Kaikai Municipality, 27/09/2025: Residents,
including minors and adolescents, disrupted a CPDM gathering by shouting “Goodbye
Paul Biya, Tchiroma is coming.” The rally was interrupted.
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5. South Region, Mvila Division, Ebolowa Municipality, 30/09/2025: The convoy of
opposition candidate Bello Bouba Maigari of the UNDP was blocked at the entrance to
Ebolowa under ‘instructions,” and his rally was moved from the city center to the
outskirts.

6. Centre Region, Lékié Division, Okola Municipality, 29/09/2025: Mr. Benoit Ndong
Soumet, senior CPDM official, intimidated ‘non-native’ residents during the party’s
campaign rally, urging them to vote for the CPDM candidate.

These incidents represent serious violations of citizens’ freedom of movement,
association, expression, and opinion, and constitute threats to public order and peace.
They contribute to creating a tense socio-political atmosphere, marked by suspicion and
fear of reprisals.

II - Recommendations

Given this tense climate caused by the intolerance of political actors, the Women’s
Monitoring and Alert Room of WILPF Cameroon recommends:

- Neutrality of law enforcement and better supervision of political gatherings;

- Greater awareness by the media and civil society organizations to promote peace
through various communication channels. We commend Dr. Moussa Njoya, President of
the association ‘Action Against Tribalism and Ending Discrimination’ (ACT-ED), for
warning about the risks of ‘Ambazonization’ of the Northern part of the country;

- Strict enforcement of laws and regulations governing the electoral campaign;

- Proactive involvement of the judiciary, which should act on its own initiative in all
cases that violate the law;

- Temporary lifting of the ‘lockdown’ in the North-West and South-West regions to allow
citizens in these areas to exercise their civic duty, which would also help ease the socio-
political tension in these crisis-affected zones for nearly a decade.

Douala, on September 30, 2025

The Coordinator of the Women’s
Early Warning Monitoring Room

Sylvie Jacqueline NDONGMO
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