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WOMEN AND YOUTH EARLY WARNING MONITORING ROOM
MONITORING OF THE 2025 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION IN CAMEROON
Alert Bulletin No. 27, dated October 4-5, 2025


Context
Like the previous day, November 4th and 5th, 2025, are taking place within the context of the "ghost towns" initiative launched by Mr. Issa Tchiroma Bakary in a video on social media. Several localities continue to observe this call to action, to varying degrees. A general sense of unease remains palpable throughout the country, according to various sources (monitors, media, social networks). Administrative authorities and security forces are deployed to counter the "ghost towns," implementing measures to which the population reacts differently from one locality to another. On the eve of the swearing-in ceremony of the President of the Republic, elected amidst political tensions, speculation is rife, and the population is asking questions, remaining uncertain about what might happen on the day of the inauguration.
I- Key highlights

1- Ghost towns continue to be observed in the vast majority of regions of the country.

Several cities across the country are still experiencing a "ghost town" mentality. According to various sources (monitors, media, social networks), people are tentatively venturing out of their homes in some areas, while others remain deserted. Some workers, particularly civil servants, are struggling to reach their workplaces in certain cities. Most private sector employees, however, are teleworking. As for transportation, the most common mode of urban transport is the motorcycle, and it comes at a high cost for those who do venture out. Intercity transport is the most affected, as travel agencies remain closed, as evidenced by images from several television channels and testimonies from drivers who say they don't want to risk losing their belongings while traveling. Most businesses remain closed in some cities, with a tentative resumption of activity in certain markets, notably in Douala and Bafoussam. However, businesses remain completely closed in northern cities such as Garoua, Maroua, Kousseri, Baganté, and Bafang. The education sector continues to be heavily impacted as the majority of parents are afraid to send their children to school in an unsafe environment. To address this situation, some schools have opted for online classes.

Observation: Very high risk level in all sectors of activity.
  
2- Responses from administrative authorities regarding the spread of ghost towns

· At the national level: The Minister of Transport held a working session on Tuesday, November 4, 2025, with transport unions, during which he proposed solutions to ensure the safety of transporters. These included easing roadside checks, providing vehicle escorts by the army on national highways, and increasing patrols by the security forces along national roads. The meeting room contacted two transporters to get their opinions on the measures proposed by the Minister of Transport. They responded that they did not want to risk their assets in the current climate of lockdown; however, they would see how to resume operations in the coming days if things returned to normal, as they felt that safety was not guaranteed in the current situation.
High risk: Transport workers are often targeted by protesters during ghost towns. Transport workers' safety would be better protected in a more peaceful socio-political climate.

· At the local level: Administrative and local authorities went into the field, particularly to markets, where some of them ordered shopkeepers to open their stores, threatening to seal them off if they remained closed. The shopkeepers reacted differently; some opened, and others did not. Altercations were also observed between some shopkeepers and local authorities. However, some authorities preferred to hold awareness-raising meetings with shopkeepers.
Average risk: traders react differently taking into account their interests according to the risks they face in their environment.

3- Shops of merchants in Santchou set ablaze
Some shopkeepers in this locality had their shops burned down because they did not respect the call for a ghost town.

The risk is high for citizens, especially traders, if they do not respect the call for ghost towns in the localities that have followed this call.

4- Threats against CSOs working on peace and human rights issues

The room received a report that some political actors were considering a drastic reduction in the representation of CSOs in parliament and in decision-making bodies if "they do not stop opposing the government in their writings," especially since the presidential election of October 12, 2025. This constitutes intimidation and a threat to the work and representation of CSOs defending peace and human rights.
Medium risk:
CSOs must counter these ideas by continuing their work of social monitoring and alerting according to the principle of neutrality.

5-  Condemnation of arbitrary arrests and poor detention conditions for people arrested during post-election protests

On the Equinoxe TV news broadcast of November 4th at noon, the spokesperson for the collective of lawyers formed to defend the rights of those arrested stated that more than 1,500 people have been arrested and detained in prisons in New Bell, Ngoma, Bafoussam, Maroua, Garoua, and other locations. He denounced the failure to follow proper procedures, the poor conditions of detention, and the violations of the detainees' rights.
High risk of massive violations of the fundamental rights of people arrested during the demonstrations, who are particularly young men.
The CDH has been informed of this situation and says it is monitoring it.

6- Open letter from Bishop Abraham Kome of Bafang to Mr. Awa Fonka Augustine, Governor of the Western Region.

 Praised by the governor of the Western region for his silence on the post-election crisis, the bishop of Bafang speaks out to express his "indignation at inappropriate and condescending remarks" and denounces the bad governance.

In an open letter, Bishop Abraham Kome of Bafang addresses Mr. Awa Fonka Augustine, the Governor of the Western Region, and speaks of "what lies behind his silence." Furthermore, the bishop declares, "Mr. Governor, faced with such a situation, which some now seek to perpetuate by all means, faced with the inability to provide the people with credible tools capable of ensuring an electoral process free from deaths and regrettable destruction, to praise my silence is a disparaging political maneuver that I cannot accept."
This open letter sufficiently demonstrates the cold relations that have existed between the administrative authorities and the Catholic clergy since the opening of the 2025 electoral process.
Risk: High. This letter could exacerbate the already strained relations between the two parties.
The congregation was informed of this event by a monitor who shared the content. This information was verified by fact-checkers and relayed on the Facebook page of Afrik-inform, an online media outlet. The information was also confirmed with some Christians in the Diocese of Bafang. The congregation recommends open dialogue between the clergy and public authorities.

7-  Statement by the Chairman of the U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee
In his statement, Jim Risch challenged the re-election of President Paul Biya, accusing the regime of corruption, persecution of opponents, and allowing jihadist groups to flourish and fuel the Anglophone crisis. He also denounced the fraudulent re-election and illegal detention of American citizens, among other things.
This statement, shared in the monitoring room by a monitor, was verified by the room's fact-checkers who confirmed its authenticity because the information is present on the author's Facebook page.
Risk: high. This statement could create a diplomatic incident between Cameroon and the United States.
Conclusion :
The monitoring room recommends:
1-  The authorities and the justice system demand respect for human rights, including the right to a defense in all circumstances.
2- The opening of a dialogue between the government and all other stakeholders on the life of the nation

Yaoundé, November 5, 2025
	For the Women and Youth Early Warning Monitoring Room
 								The Coordinator
Sylvie Jacqueline Ndongmo
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Contact us to report incidents that could lead to violence:
688187625 (WhatsApp); 675941504, and 621109105
Email:wilpfcameroon@gmail.com
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