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WOMEN AND YOUTH EARLY WARNING MONITORING ROOM
MONITORING OF THE 2025 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION IN CAMEROON
  Alert Bulletin No. 28, dated October 6-7, 2025


Context
October 6, 2025, took place against the backdrop of President Paul Biya's swearing-in ceremony, amidst post-election tensions following the "ghost town" protests observed in most regions of the country. Although the "ghost town" period had ended, October 6, 2025, was considered by the public to be a day of heightened uncertainty and fear. Major incidents that day included reports of several kidnappings and arrests in various parts of the country. The following day, October 7, was dedicated to analyzing and commenting on the ceremonies marking the President's swearing-in, both within communities and in the media. A tentative but noticeable resumption of activities was observed in the areas previously affected by the "ghost town" protests.

I- Key highlights of the day on November 6, 2025

1. Oath-taking ceremonyPresident of the Republic's inaugural address
After his swearing-in ceremony, the President of the Republic delivered an inaugural address that has sparked divergent public opinion. He acknowledged the deep post-election crisis gripping the country. For some, it was a conciliatory speech in the context of post-election tensions. For others, the President's speech sounded like "old news." Some commentators and analysts also noted a perceived threat at the end of his address. In outlining his program, he promised to pay greater attention to women and youth during his next seven-year term. Furthermore, he emphasized job creation, industrial revitalization, and infrastructure modernization. Moderates hope that this speech will translate into concrete actions to improve the living conditions of the population.
Comments and analyses of this speech have been widely shared on social media.

2. Heavy militarization on national territory

A heightened militarization was observed in several cities across the country during the presidential inauguration ceremony. However, the monitoring and alert center received no reports of violent demonstrations in any locality. According to the National Security Directorate (DGSN), the presence of the security forces in the streets is both a deterrent and a protective measure. The population whispers that this presence is justified by the government's reluctance to take decisive action.
High risk of clashes between civilians and the security forces in the event of demonstrations


 
3. Tentative resumption of activities

On November 6, 2025, a cautious resumption of activities was observed. According to information received from various sources regarding the cities affected by the "ghost town" protests, activities resumed in some localities, notably the reopening of businesses in commercial areas. Classes also resumed in most schools. However, it was reported that some schools, particularly in rural areas, remained closed because parents feared violent demonstrations that could occur after the swearing-in ceremony and preferred to ensure their children's safety by keeping them home.


II- Reported incidents

1-  UDC press release against the PR's inaugural address
Having lost the presidential election of October 12th, the President of the UDC, Ms. Toumaino Ndam Njoya, did not attend the inauguration ceremony of President Paul Biya. In a statement released on November 6, 2025, she denounced, among other things, "a democratic charade" and "a confiscation of the people's sovereignty," "electoral fraud," and "the silencing of the people's voice," and proposed "a sincere gathering" based on justice, truth, and a profound reform of the electoral system. This statement was widely shared on social media and extensively discussed in traditional media outlets.
High risk: This move reinforces post-election tensions between the ruling CPDM party and some opposition parties that contest the legitimacy of the President of the Republic's power.

2- Reports from informants indicate discriminatory treatment regarding the sealing of shops in Garoua. Some stores were sealed by municipal authorities because they were not open from Monday, September 3rd to Wednesday, September 5th, 2025. However, it was also reported that while the shops of large companies were closed during the "ghost town" days, the city hall did not seal them. This reportedly provoked unrest and death threats against the municipal authorities from some residents.
High risk:
Fairness, justice and equality in the handling of cases by municipal authorities must be ensured in order to avoid frustrations among citizens and to prevent demonstrations that could lead to the worst.


3- Mr. Yerima Halilou Dahirou, also known as Baba Mariam, Prince of Maroua Pette, influencer, activist, and National Secretary of the MRC party, has been arrested. According to our source, he was apprehended on Thursday, November 6th, around 9:00 PM by armed men in plain clothes traveling in a green vehicle (identical to that of the gendarmerie) near his home in the Diguirwo neighborhood of Maroua. The reason for his arrest and his whereabouts remain unknown.
High risk. Insecurity for the person apprehended; panic and anxiety among loved ones
Answer: On November 7, 2025, the decision-making room contacted the National Security Directorate (DGSN) and the Human Rights Commission (CDH). The DGSN replied that they would forward the information to the Regional Delegation of National Security in Maroua. The woman who answered the call from the CDH said they would contact the Maroua branch. That same day, the room also contacted the Northern Monitor regarding this matter. The Monitor confirmed that Mr. Yerima remains missing and that his family and friends are actively searching for him. According to the Monitor, he was allegedly abducted because of his activity on social media. The Monitor also informed the decision-making room that a group has been formed to advocate for the release of the 50 young people arrested in Garoua. To date, 40 have been released, and only 10 remain in detention.

· Abduction of Mr. Zacheus KPWAI ANGWABONG in Douala
According to a press release issued by the Stand Up for Cameroon movement, Mr. Zacheus KPWAI ANGWABONG was abducted on Thursday, November 6, 2025, inside the Notre Dame des Victoires Cathedral in Yaoundé at approximately 1:00 PM. Witnesses reported that he was abducted by men claiming to be agents of the SEMIL (Military Security and Intelligence Service) who arrived in a Toyota Yaris. At the time the press release was published, Stand Up for Cameroon stated that he did not know his whereabouts.
The room called the officials of Stand up for Cameroon on November 7th and was informed that Mr. Zacheus was released on Friday, November 7th, 2025.

Conclusion :
The monitoring room recommends:
1- The implementation as soon as possible of the promises made in the inaugural speech of the President of the Republic in order to calm the socio-political climate in the country.
2- Respect for the rights and procedures of all persons arrested.


Yaoundé, November 7, 2025
	For the Women and Youth Early Warning Monitoring Room
 								The Coordinator
Sylvie Jacqueline Ndongmo
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Contact us to report incidents that could lead to violence:
688187625 (WhatsApp); 675941504, and 621109105
Email:wilpfcameroon@gmail.com
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