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WOMEN AND YOUTH EARLY WARNING MONITORING ROOM
MONITORING OF THE 2025 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION IN CAMEROON
Alert Bulletin No. 29, dated November 8-9, 2025


Context
Based on information received by the Women and Youth Watch and Alert Center, the events of November 8th and 9th, 2025, took place within the context of a post-election crisis. Voices continue to rise at all levels of society denouncing mass and arbitrary arrests and kidnappings across the country, the reasons for which are not always known to the victims' families or the public. Among these voices is that of Mr. Issa Tchiroma Bakary, a candidate in the October 12th, 2025 presidential election, who released a video denouncing these arrests and kidnappings, along with warnings and threats sent to President Biya demanding the release of those arrested within 48 hours.
I- Followed by some previous cases

· According to a reliable source, the monitoring room received information that of the 7 people who had been arrested in Baham in connection with the post-election crisis, 5 have been released and 2 remain incarcerated.

· Additional information on the case of Mr. YERIMA HALILOU who was arrested by elements of military security on the instructions of the Governor of the Far North.

According to the information received from our monitor, Mr. Yerima Halilou, a member of the MRC's executive committee, was arrested around 9:30 PM in Maroua on November 7th by military security forces before being sent to prison. His arrest followed a complaint filed by the Governor of the Far North region, Midjiyawa Bakary. Two audio messages, in which, among other things, there was talk of burning down the Governor's house, led to Halilou's arrest. However, investigators from the SEMIL (Military Security Service) determined that Halilou was not involved in any way, as the voice recorded did not match his. Given the perceived wrongful nature of this arrest, and considering his support for Issa Tchiroma Bakary, it was decided to place Halilou in administrative detention and send him to prison instead of releasing him. 

Responses: This additional information was provided to the CDH by the Monitoring and Alert Room, which contacted them via the toll-free number. The CDH has taken note of the additional information and says it will make good use of it.

II- Key events and incidentsNovember 8th and 9th, 2025

1. 121 people brought before the courts in Yaoundé
This information was published on November 7, 2025, in a press release from Mr. Hippolyte BT MELI, spokesperson for the victims' defense lawyers. "Of the 121 people brought before the court that day, 52 victims were forcibly taken to the Prosecutor's Office of the Yaoundé Military Court and 69 to the Prosecutor's Office of the Yaoundé Court of First Instance from the National Gendarmerie, without any explanation of the grounds for discrimination," stated Mr. Meli. "Furthermore, it is incomprehensible, even inexplicable, that the roundups of people in this unique context have led to the involvement of irreconcilable and incompatible legal bodies: the Military Court (an exceptional jurisdiction) and the Yaoundé Court of First Instance (a civil court of general jurisdiction)." "The fate of the 69 people brought before the Prosecutor's Office of the Court of First Instance remains pending."
Risk level: high
Analysis: The 69 people brought before the prosecutor's office are civilians, not military personnel. This violates the Geneva Convention and the International Principles on Human Rights ratified by Cameroon, which prohibit the prosecution of civilians in military courts.

Answer :La Salle has contacted the Bar Association to request that it continue monitoring the situation of all those arrested in connection with the post-election crisis. La Salle has also contacted the Human Rights Commission (CDH), recommending that it closely monitor this situation and activate national mechanisms for observing detention conditions, as well as mechanisms for preventing torture. Furthermore, it has recommended that the CDH advocate with the Ministry of Justice (MINJUSTICE) to ensure that due process is respected and that detainees are treated with dignity.

2. A video was released denouncing the arrests and calling for the release of those arrested within 48 hours.  
In a video posted on Sunday, November 9, 2025, on the Facebook page Tchiroma 2025, Mr. Issa Tchiroma Bakary denounced the arrests and kidnappings taking place throughout the country. He called on the international community to acknowledge that thousands of Cameroonians are being arrested and persecuted. According to him, this constitutes "state gangsterism, state terrorism" through which the government is carrying out "ethnic purges, racial profiling," which must be stopped. In a threatening tone, he warned the government to release those arrested unconditionally within 48 hours, failing which "the people will act in legitimate self-defense to protect their children." This video has been shared and discussed on social media and in some traditional media outlets.
Risk level: high
This is a serious video. It is feared that if Mr. Tchiroma's threats are carried out, they will exacerbate the ongoing crisis. Questions remain as to how and by whom these threats would be executed. The population remains on high alert!

Answer :La Salle informed the United Nations of the gravity of the situation so that they could activate a mediation mechanism between Mr. Issa Tchiroma and President Biya. The National Security Directorate (DGSN) was informed of this threat. La Salle contacted the Ministry of Territorial Administration (MINAT), recommending that it encourage the Government to take initiatives to activate a dialogue mechanism to prevent the situation from worsening, given that Mr. Tchiroma's recent appeal had been widely heeded by the population.

3. Denunciation by activist lawyer Michelle NDOKI

In a video circulating on social media, Michelle Ndoki, a guest on an Ivorian television channel, recounted how she escaped a kidnapping attempt while traveling by road from Douala to N'Djamena, from where she took a flight to Côte d'Ivoire. According to her, she is being targeted because of her work collecting results related to the presidential election of October 12, 2025. She stated that the results attributed to President Paul Biya do not reflect the actual outcome of the vote.

Risk level: Medium
Answer :La Salle is seeking to contact Mr. Ndoki, and the bar association has been contacted to learn more about his situation. This case has also been brought to the attention of the Human Rights Commission so that it can contact Mr. Ndoki to learn more about his circumstances.
   
4. New call for ghost towns by the artist Valséro on his Facebook page

He made a post on his Facebook page in which he called on Cameroonians to observe once again ghost towns during the days of November 12 to 14, 2025 across the entire national territory.

Risk level: high
If heeded, this call risks plunging Cameroonian women back into the situation of the demonstrations of the days that followed the proclamation of the results of the October 12 election by the Constitutional Council.

Answer :La Salle contacted the DGSN (National Security Directorate) to inform them of this situation, and the DGSN confirmed they were aware of it. The CDH (Human Rights Commission) was informed of the case and advised to contact Valséro to prevent any escalation. La Salle recommends that the United Nations expedite the dialogue process.

5. Arbitrary arrest of Mr. HAMADOU Bello in Ngaoundéré

A former CPDM activist who resigned to join the FSNC was reportedly kidnapped by armed men in civilian clothes yesterday morning in Ngaoundéré. His family has had no news of him since his abduction. This information was shared on the Facebook page of Cameroonian whistleblower Nzui Manto.

Risk level: high
There are concerns that his rights may be violated, hence the need to follow up on this case.
La Salle has been unable to contact any of Mr. HAMADOU Bello's relatives, but is continuing its efforts to find out more.

Answer :The Watch Room has contacted the bar association and recommends that it continue to monitor the situation of all persons arrested, held in custody or imprisoned.
The Human Rights Commission (CDH) was contacted to activate national mechanisms for monitoring detention conditions, as well as mechanisms for preventing torture. La Salle also recommended that the CDH advocate with the Ministry of Justice for respect for judicial procedures in all cases and for respect for the dignity of detainees.
 

Yaoundé, November 9, 2025
	For the Women and Youth Early Warning Monitoring Room
 								The Coordinator
Sylvie Jacqueline Ndongmo
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Contact us to report incidents that could lead to violence:
688187625 (WhatsApp); 675941504, and 621109105
Email:wilpfcameroon@gmail.com
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