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WOMEN AND YOUTH’S EARLY WARNING MONITORING ROOM
MONITORING OF THE 2025 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION IN CAMEROON
Special alert bulletin No. 34 of December 1, 2025


RED ALERT: DEATH OF ANICET EKANET

Post-election tensions: Anicet Ekane, President of MANIDEM, dies in detention
Mr. Georges Anicet Ekane died this Monday, December 1, 2025, in Yaoundé, after 38 days in detention. The president of the African Movement for New Independence and Democracy (Manidem) had been arrested in Douala on October 24, 2025, and taken to the State Security Directorate (SED) in Yaoundé for "various offenses falling under the jurisdiction of the military court," according to the Minister of Defense.
Already seriously ill and suffering from respiratory problems, his condition was known to everyone, including the authorities who, according to his lawyers, had confiscated his oxygen concentrator. Deprived of his device for over a month, it was only on November 27th that the National Gendarmerie returned the equipment to him, according to his lawyer, Hippolyte Meli. Last Friday, Meli denounced the confiscation as arbitrary and announced a complaint against the officers of the Littoral Gendarmerie Legion.
The news of Anicet Ekane's death sent shockwaves through the country, followed by a wave of indignation and emotion on social media. Many internet users denounced his "death in detention," which they see as symbolizing the stifling of dissenting voices in Cameroon. Hashtags linked to his name and the post-election crisis proliferated, transforming his passing into a symbol of democratic fragility and the price paid by those who challenge the regime. Reactions ranged from anger and sadness to calls for mobilization, with some activists already referring to him as a "martyr of Cameroonian democracy." On Facebook, Twitter, and WhatsApp, videos and testimonials were shared widely, giving the event national and international resonance.
Risk level: very high
Analysis: The death of Anicet Ekane is not merely an individual tragedy; it has become a major political event, amplified by social media, which has crystallized post-election tensions. It has become a stark reminder of these tensions, the repression of dissenting voices, and the fragility of democracy in Cameroon. It risks fueling broader social and political protest, while simultaneously placing the country under the critical scrutiny of the international community.
Response from the room:The room appreciates the Ministry of Defence's decision to open an investigation and expresses the hope that said investigation can be carried out quickly in order to provide details on the circumstances of this death in order to calm hearts and tensions perceptible both at the level of his nuclear and political family and at the level of public opinion.
The court also contacted the CDHC and the Cameroon Bar Association regarding possible action concerning the other detainees in order to guarantee their physical and moral integrity;
The room calls on the United Nations and diplomatic missions to urge the government to prioritize dialogue over the use of both moral and physical violence.




Yaoundé, December 1, 2025 For the Early Warning Monitoring Room
 								The Coordinator
Sylvie Jacqueline Ndongmo
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Contact us to report incidents that could lead to violence:
688187625 (WhatsApp); 675941504, and 621109105
Email:wilpfcameroon@gmail.com
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